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To the Honorable 
Parliament afſembled. 


The Humble Petition of the Well-affeBed In- 
habitants of the City. of Worceſter. +8 


Sheweth, 


"THar ac the day of EleRion of Burgeſſes for' the 
. 8 Countyofthe City of#orcofterytafit inthisprefenr” 
A. Parliament, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Miniſters, 
with the well-affteted and majority of the ſubſanciall Ci- 
tizens and Freemen thereof, having fixed, and accordingly 
at the Election given their Votes for Edmund Giles, one of 
the Maſters of Chancery, as one of their Membets to 
fit in this preſent Parliament ; There came into the fields 
one Thomas Street, Councelfor at Law, a perſon who had 
beenin Arms againſt .the Paliament,and a profane Swear- 
er, andſo incapable of being ele&ed, (as by the fourth Ar- 
ticle of the Humble Petition and Advice is expreſſed) at- 
tended with ſuch as had been likewiſe in Arras againſt 
che Parliament, and many of them Officers, with a mwl- 
ritude of debauche, rude, unqualified perſons, the rable of 
the city, Cowl-carriers, and Receivers of weekly alms,and 
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(2) 
many of them not free, (ſome of whoſe names were ta- 
ken ſeverall times) rogether with Papiſts,-and perſons 
Popiſhly ' affe&ed,. mutinouſly- rhreatning,.. and crying, 
Down with the ROUNDHEADS, ſcorning at the 
Miniſters, and voting for the ſaid Thomas Street , who 
conſtantly affociaterh himſelf with diſaffected perſons ; 
Which id rude multitude compaſied many of the well- 
affeted Voters about, reviled them, holding up their 
Naves at them, juſtling, and being ready to ſtrike, rhat be- 
fore they could be freed from fear and danger, they were 
forced to. call for the help of Soldiers immediarely before 
they went to poll ; che Sheriff of the ſaid Ciry being told 
chat the ſaid Mr Street and many that camete vote for 


him, were perfons uncapable either to ele, or to be ele-. 


&ed, as not being qualified, (as is direRedin the ſaid 


Humble Petition and Advice ) and witneſs ready to prove _ 


the. ſame: The Sheriff anſwered, Thar if any that was 
uncapable did ſtand, 1t did belong tothe Parliamenr,'and 
not to him to except again(t him; and withall, promi- 
ſed, that after the Vorers names were taker they ſhould 
be examined, and liberty given to any men to except 
againſt them: bur ſo ſoonas the liſt of Names was taken, 
he tookia view of them, and contrary to his promiſe of 
examining their qualifications, he preſently ſealed rhe In- 
dentures : And being fince defired to.give your Peritio- 
ners a copy of his Liſt ofthe Names of ſuch as hadelected, 
chat their qualifications might be better known, refuſerh 


ſotodo;:And the ſaid Mr. Street threatneth to ſue at Law: 


ſuch as ſhall.witne(s .his beingj mwarmes, and. ſo by his 
menaces endeavouring to take,;them_off: and (ince the ſaid 
Ele&tion honeſt men -cannot- pafe the*ſtreers about their 
neceſlary ,occafions,. withour Jeers, Scorns, and Stones 
thrgyn at them. | mere tt, 
. 1, .May.ic pleaſe this Honewrable Houſe (the faid E- 
__ leRion being contrary to the votes'of the Major 
Ss Alderm, Miniſters,& Well-affeRed «ramped 
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the greateſt part of the warrs. 


(3) 
of the ſaid city }to take the whole buſineſle into 
timely Conſideration, and to hear and judge of 
che Perſon thus eleRed, according to Juſtice, 
that ſowe may reap the benefit of the Lawin 
this caſe provided ; And thatthe Sheriff may be 
ordered upon his Oarh,to give a true Copy of 
the Names of thoſe that Voiced for the ſaid 


Street, 
And your Petitioners ſhall ever 
pray, &C. 
Anthony Carles, William Cheatle. Richard Fincher. 
Tho: Ince. Will: Cox, Thomas Etons. 
Wl: Langſton. To: Vicaris, Edw: Higgins 
Tho: Smith. Roger Barns, Rich: Coules. 
Flemming Garſe. Geo: Wilſon, Tohn Morley. 
_ Phul: Allen. Will: Sandy. Rich: Sanders. 

Tho: Clark, Henry Meeks. Tohn Frankombe. 


wil: Hales. Tobhu Sheppard. Will: Iuce. 
Arthur Tones, John Ward. \ Rich: Llogd. © 


 Edw: Reynolds. Humph: Naſh. George Oſald. Rich:Smith- 
Rich: Coules. Edaw: Mond. Rich: Frankombe. Wil: Mond.. 


The Heads of Mr. Streets anſwer to the 
 charge,together with atrue ſtate of his Caſe. 
Ir that Mr.. Streer was born and. bred within the 

City of Worceſter , his Father having been aCitizen 
there, and born all Offices within the ſame, and 
ſpent great part of his eſtate to advance the intereſt of the 

ſaid City, | | h 


.- That at the beginning of theſe. Troubles he was very 


young, not abqye fifteen yeers old , and being his Fathers 
eldeſt-Sop, was ſent.to the Univerfity, where he continued 
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hinde them eight fmall Children,and a conſiderable perſo- 


Hil Ele it adeſperate confuſed manner, and leaving Mr. 


Street Executor, his friends ſenc for hirh from the Univer- 

fity tomanave that Eftate ; andrake care of his Brothers 
and Siftets, who accordingly came and rook Care of them; 
and this was his imployment , never being in Armes, nor 
was cver guilty of ſwearing, or any other crime as by the 
Perition is moſt ſcandaloufly alledged. 

Beſides Mr. Streets Mother,with the approbation ofher 
husband;was a great ſupporter and ſapplyer vf atl Priſoners 
and other perſons as Wire any waie diſtreſſed for ſerving 
of the Parhatment , and did disbarſe ſeveral fams of mo- 


rhe City, furptized kita, 
Head Quarters, and ancng es a perſon of fome Quality, 
offered him #n exchange; burhe knowing his innocency, 
refuſed, andthe rrach ofhis caſe wppearing, 'he'was by the 
faid Morganandthe Commirtee diſcharged, and ever fince 
tothis dayhatli tived in and very neer rhe ſaid City, nd 
Was mevef queſtioned or ſequeſtered or ſecured , bur fince 
hath been called to the Barr, and praRtiſed the Law inthe 
Contes of Yeftminſter;andiathame , and without doubr if 


Colonel forges falling 
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Thar his Facher and Mother both dying, and leaving be- 
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- Forthe ——_— br wr hrha/ j Ir- 
ploymenc never (ought forbyhuny,vut living withinche Ci 
ry,and being aFree-manrhere,amd conccined zobe molt fic 
toferve his nativeplace,lie was by the principaleſi and beſt 
men ofthe City, and: by molt of the well aftected, and 
eſpecially divers who had been4n aftual Arms for the Par- 
liament, earneſtly foliciced and imporcuned to ſtand for 

$ for the City., which at laſt -he promiſed to do; 
bur firſt he acquamred Captain Collwe, his fellow-Bur- 
geſs, therewith, and- alſo Mr, Afoor the Miniſter ;' who 
ſeemedwellco approve thereof - Ando accordingly, at 
the day of Election he appeared in the Town-Hall, . where 
aflooh as the Writ was tead, a great number-of 'ſubſtan- 
tial perſons Voted for hini/; and: becauſe ſome other Vo- 
red for CaptatnColl;”s, andalfofor Mr. Gi/er, a Maſter of 
che Chancery, the Sheriff drew into the fields for more 
room, and there was the 'freeft Ekeftion chat ever was, 
and carried above five ro one tor Mr. Sereer.; . who: not- 
withſtanding gave to Mr.Cellins the firſt Voyces and all 
this was done wichout any revilmng at any Miniger: ot: 0+ 
thers, or crying, Downwith the Roundheads, or avy 6- 
cher miſdemeanor-ac all on Mr. Sweets Party, although, 


*is true, they were imoch provoked and-affronted, and 
all that could be done, to promece a Quarrel, .., 


. Shortly after, afſoonas the Sheriff andthe Members 
were.retnned imothe Town Hall, -Mr. Idforr, nomwith- 
Randing His former ſeeming complyance, atzended- with: 


 ſomeorhers of his Party, -came mro the Hall: openly-ce- 


viling and threarning Mr. Streer, telling him he ſhould 
reverfit in Partiament : amd ſhortly after cauſed Sixteen 
pounds robe Cotteftedinthe City, andhethimelfander- 


Took, and doth ſolicire the buſineſs againſt 'Mr. Street... 


Andaccordingly hath framed this Scandalous and De- 
famatory Petition, -nnder the Fitleand name of the Ma- 
jor, Aldermen, and well affeted, and the Majoricy => 
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(6) 
the City ; whereas the perſons that have Subſcribed, ace 
neirher the Major or any of the -Aldermen, and but fix 
that are of any quality ar all, and ſome of thoſe deny the 
ſabſcribing of their names; andfor the reſt, they are poor 
in-onfiderable perſons , and one of them a receiyer of 
Alms; and-others no Free-men art all , andnot to. be re- 
oarded in 2 matrer of this conſequence, and the whole 
mmberbur 35. whereas the City doth conſiſt of the Ma- 
jor, fix Aldermen and” a Common-councel, conlifiing of 
72, beſides ſome thouſands of ſubſtantial Inhabirants and 
Free-men that have as-much intereſt in the Election, 
- 'Tris:much admired that theſe inconliderable perſons 
ſhould dafe'to prefer ſo range a Peritton to this Hono- 
rable Afembly, under the names of-others who do nor 
ſubſcribe, and the buſineſs wholly promored out of Ma- 
lice, andis of ſuch a nature; as will in a ſhort time give 
encouragement to ſuch turbulent ſpirits, - toqueſtion-all 
BleRions; :and where a manis Eleced as Mr. Street was, 
by neer 600, Votes, 35. perſons ſhall rake upon them to 
ſecandal"snd defarnie fachia perſon in open: Parliament ; if 
ſuch things be ſuffered, no Member ſhall it? quiec there : 
And in all chis ſtir, the perſon (Mr. G:/es)whom they do 
pretend to Vote for, never ſo much as appeared inic,, but 
ntcerly diſowneth the ſame. - 
"Theſeveralparticulars ſhall be aflerted upon the oaths of 
five hundred wirnefles, and the greateſtpart of the ableſt 
Citizens have already certified the truth hereof to the Par- 
liament : 'andtherefore ir is defred that the Members of 
chis Honourable Honſe, will ſeriouſly lay this caſe to heart, 
and fuppreſs ſuch fcandalous'Lybels:as theſe 'are, tharſo 
Parliaments'migtic be holden-hike Parliaments, in honour, 
freedome-and ſafery;. SAX 27748151 .05 5 - 
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This:Caa p ito be beard before the Committee of Priviledges 'on Tueſday 
j _ the 22, of this wnſtant Feb. | 


To 


To the Honorgble the Houſe of Com- 
mons now in Parttament aflembled. 
The humble Petition and Certiffcate of many of the well-af- 
felted Citizens of the City and County of the City of 
Worceſter, *e | 
Sheweth, TP | PONIED ; 
Hat your Petuioners and many ochers, being the ma- 
TI jor part of the ſubſtantial and well affe&ed Cirizens, 
and Inhabitants of the ſaid Ciry and County, obſerving 
and knowing Thomes Street Eſq; Counceller at Law, and 
Cirizenand Inhabirant of rhe ſaid City, to be a. perſon of 
pious and civil converſatifion, no profane ſweater, no 
drunkard,nor companion of any ſuch, nor of any other per- 
ſons ill-afteRted to Godlineſs, andthe preſent Govern- 
ment ; bur an exemplar of ſingular. honeſty and integriry 
of life : And alſo knowing. him to be the ſonof anemi- 
nent Alderman of the ſaid City, and that his Parents 
were well-affeced perſons , and had deſerved much re- 
ſpect from the ſaid Cicy, and thar he hath been.yertuouſly 
and ingeniouſly educared, and is.richly qualified and en- 
dowed with Leatning and- good parts, .and being ſatisfied 
thar he was never in Arms againſt the Parliament of, Exg- 
land, no; aflilted, abetted or adhered to the late: King or 
his Party. in the lace Wars ,.. bur. lived praceably and: re- 
ricedly, and hach maintained, or contributed tawards the 
maintenance of Afrnies, for andin defence.of thts Com- 
monywealrh and prejent. Government, and given.other fig- 
_ nal teſtimonies. of his ſaid affetion to the ſame :_ And 
therefore wasjnour judgements. fitly qualified to. ſerve 
this Commanwealth-as a Burgeſs,:ofand for the ſaid City, 
And vpon theſe. confiderations, we, and divers hundreds 
more {being the major part of the ſubſtantial. and well- 
affected Citizens , and Inhabitants of the ſaid Ciry., and 
capable togive Vores in this behalf) did onthe day of the 
late Ele&ionof Burgeſſes for rhe ſaid City, to ſerve in this 
preſent Parhiament,'give.our Votes for the ſaid 7 homas 
Street, and did Ele& him in civil, peaceable and orderly 
: maner, 
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ught, and ſo we hope did return 
Now may it pleaſe this Honorable Houfe, your Peric- 
oners obſerving that there are divers malicious and nntrue 
aſperſions(by Petition preferred ro this Hoyorable Hovſ e) 
caſt, andendeayored to be fixed, not oniety vp>n your Pe- 
rittoners,; and other the Ele&ers aforefaid, bur. alſo upon 
the ſaidperfor Elected , endeavoring to render him unca- 
pable to ſerve in this Parliament: We therefore in all hu- 
mility (hew,that the ſaid Perition preferred againſt rhe ſaid 
Mr. Street," to this Honorable Houſe, touching the unca- 
pablenef® of himand his'EleReers, is altogether untrue, 
andispreferred and profecuted by his profeſled enemies, 
wha have received money or other hire , to proſecute che 
ſame, and'is difowned and diſayowed by divers of the ſaid 
perſons, whoſe names ereſubſcribed ro the ſaid Pericion, 
and thar divers other of chem arepoor and needy perſons 
chat receive Alms, and are ofthe rabble, and meaner ſort 
ofthe peoplevf rhe Cid Ciry, and fuch as malicionſly en- 
deavot'to fiir fedirion, and raiſe tumulrs'ifi the faid City : 
And that in truth none of the perſons who Voted agaiylt 
the faid Mt, Street, were then, or have beenſince (toY&r 
Petitioners knowledge) affronted, jeered,or evilly intreat- 
ed, as bythe ſaid Perition is gets, 

May it therefore pleaſe this honorable Houſe to. take the 
 Prenuiſes into your grave and ſerront conſideration, aud 
according to your wonted Inftice, to hear your Petitio- 
mers, avdte adn then tothe proof of this their Petiti- 
9, and of the capability of the aforeſaid My. Street to 
be elefted, and themſetvestoeleft, and alſo to prove the 
qualities of the-Informers againſt him and them in this 
buſineſs, that ſatheir malice may be uymarked and de- 

teſted, Fuſtice promoted, and Almighty God glorified, 

_ And your Petitioners ſhall eyer pray, &c. 
Subſcribed and arreſted by many hundreds of the ableſt Inhabi- 
rants of the Ciry of Worceſter, | | 'p, 


